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Statement on the Death of
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan

March 26, 2003

Laura and I are saddened by the death
of Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan. Senator
Moynihan was an intellectual pioneer and a
trusted adviser to Presidents of both parties.
I appreciated his service to my administra-
tion as Co-Chairman of my Commission to
Strengthen Social Security. Representing the
people of New York for 24 years, Senator
Moynihan was a leader in the Senate and was
recognized for his commitment to {ree trade,
Social Security, freedom for people around
the world, and equal opportunity for all
Americans. He committed his life to service
and will be sorely missed. We express our
deepest sympathies to Senator Moynihan’s
family.

Proclamation 7656—National Child
Abuse Prevention Month, 2003

March 26, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Our Nation has an important responsibility
to create a caring environment in which our
children can flourish and reach their full po-
tential. As we observe the 20th anniversary
of National Child Abuse Prevention Month,
we recognize the significant progress we have
made to increase the safety and security of
our children. We also renew our commit-
ment to protecting our most vulnerable citi-
zens from harm. Child abuse and neglect are
national tragedies, and we must work to-
gether to eradicate them.

Every day, thousands of children are mis-
treated by their parents, guardians, relatives,
or caregivers. On average, three children a
day die as a result of abuse and neglect, and
countless others remain silent, their pain un-
noticed and unreported. These children face
challenges that no child deserves, and young
people who have experienced abuse may
grow into adults who are self-destructive and
damaging to our communities. To help these
children become healthy and happy adults,
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parents and caregivers must provide them
with love, security, emotional support, and
a strong connection to their extended fami-
lies and communities.

To help ensure the safety and well-being
of our children, my Administration is com-
mitted to supporting and strengthening fami-
lies. In the last year, we have worked with
faith-based and community organizations to
promote healthy marriages, responsible fa-
therhood, and partnerships that seek to pre-
vent child abuse and neglect. We also worked
with the Congress to reauthorize the Pro-
moting Safe and Stable Families program.
This year, we are asking the Congress to fully
fund this program at $505 million, an in-
crease of more than 65 percent. In addition,
we are working with the Congress to reau-
thorize the Child Abuse Prevention and
Treatment Act. This important legislation
will provide funding to States for child abuse
prevention activities and other vital pro-
grams.

Every child is a blessing. Through the co-
operation of Federal, State, and local govern-
ments, faith-based and community organiza-
tions, schools, law enforcement, and health
and human service agencies, we can develop
and enhance successful prevention strategies
that protect our young people. In addition,
we must continue to recognize the spirit of
compassion in individuals and community
groups across our Nation that offer care,
guidance, and support for young people, par-
ents, and caregivers. By working together, we
can put hope in our children’s hearts and en-
sure healthy and safe lives for all our chil-
dren.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 2003 as Na-
tional Child Abuse Prevention Month. I en-
courage all Americans to join together to sup-
port strong families, protect our children
from abuse, neglect, and maltreatment, and
make our Nation a more promising place for
all.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of March, in
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
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America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:47 a.m., March 28, 2003]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 31.

The President’s News Conference
With Prime Minister Tony Blair of
the United Kingdom at Camp David,
Maryland

March 27, 2003

President Bush. Thank you all. It's my
honor to welcome my friend and Prime Min-
ister of Great Britain Tony Blair back to
Camp David. America has learned a lot about
Tony Blair over the last weeks. We've learned
that he’s a man of his word. We've learned
that he’s a man of courage, that he’s a man
of vision. And we're proud to have him as
a friend.

The United States and United Kingdom
are acting together in a noble purpose. We're
working together to make the world more
peaceful. We're working together to make
our respective nations and all the free nations
of the world more secure, and we’re working
to free the Iraqi people.

British, American, Australian, Polish, and
other coalition troops are sharing the duties
of this war, and we’re sharing the sacrifices
of this war. Together, coalition forces are ad-
vancing day by day, in steady progress,
against the enemy. Slowly but surely, the grip
of terror around the throats of the Iraqi peo-
ple is being loosened.

We appreciate the bravery, the profes-
sionalism of the British troops and all coali-
tion troops. Together we have lost people,
and the American people offer their prayers
to the loved ones of the British fallen, just
as we offer our prayers to the loved ones of
our own troops who have fallen.

We're now engaging the dictator’s most
hardened and most desperate units. The
campaign ahead will demand further courage
and require further sacrifice. Yet we know
the outcome: Iraq will be disarmed; the Iraqi
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regime will be ended; and the long-suffering
Iraqi people will be free.

In decades of oppression, the Iraqi regime
has sought to instill the habits of fear in the
daily lives of millions. Yet, soon, the Iraqis
will have the confidence of a free people.
Our coalition will stand with the citizens of
Iraq in the challenges ahead. We are pre-
pared to deliver humanitarian aid on a large
scale and, as a matter of fact, are beginning
to do so as we speak.

Today the Prime Minister and I also urge
the United Nations to immediately resume
the oil-for-food program. More than half the
Iraqi people depend on this program as their
sole source of food. This urgent humanitarian
issue must not be politicized, and the Secu-
rity Council should give Secretary-General
Annan the authority to start getting food sup-
plies to those most in need of assistance.

As we address the immediate suffering of
the Iraqi people, we're also committed to
helping them over the long term. Iraq’s
greatest long-term need is a representative
government that protects the rights of all
Iragis. The form of this government will be
chosen by the Iragi people, not imposed by
outsiders. And the Prime Minister and I are
confident that a free Iraq will be a successful
nation.

History requires more of our coalition than
the defeat of a terrible danger. I see an op-
portunity, as does Prime Minister Blair, to
bring renewed hope and progress to the en-
tire Middle East. Last June 24th, I outlined
a vision of two states, Israel and Palestine,
living side by side in peace and security.
Soon, we'll release the roadmap that is de-
signed to help turn that vision into reality,
and both America and Great Britain are
strongly committed to implementing that
roadmap.

For nearly a century, the United States
and Great Britain have been allies in the de-
fense of liberty. We've opposed all the great
threats to peace and security in the world.
We shared in the costly and heroic struggle
against Nazism. We shared the resolve and
moral purpose of the cold war. In every chal-
lenge, we've applied the combined power of
our nations to the cause of justice, and we're
doing the same today. Our alliance is strong;



